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Recount

Early one evening, during the summer holiday, 
my older brother Josh and I went down to the 
estuary not far from our beach house. Josh was an 
expert windsurfer and he had finally persuaded 
me to learn this “brilliant” sport. We took Buddy 
with us because dogs were allowed on that area 
of the foreshore. 

When we arrived, Josh immediately gave me a 
demonstration of how to launch the board and 
how to get onto it. Apparently this was, as I soon 
found out, the trickiest skill to master.

After several attempts I eventually managed to 
struggle from a kneeling position and take hold of 
the uphaul rope.

As I slowly rose to a stand, the board took off and 
I collapsed backwards amidst hoots of laughter 
from Josh. By now, Buddy had leapt into the 
water near us. 

At my next attempt, I succeeded in righting the 
windsurfer and then to our amazement, Buddy 
clambered on behind me! 

We are still wondering how it could be so easy for 
Buddy yet so difficult for me!

Purpose: To retell and evaluate events and experiences

The Windsurfing Dog

Exemplars for Teaching Writing 
Big Book with IWB CD
	 Modelled Writing	 	 Shared Writing

The big book and IWB big book software are designed for use with the  
whole-class or small groups. The exemplar texts are presented over three  
double-page spreads highlighting the text presentation, text structure and  
language features.
 First spread – text presentation
 Second spread – text structure
 Third spread – �language features

 
Interactive Writing Pro Formas
IWB CD packaged with the Teachers’ Resource Book

	 Modelled Writing 	 	 Shared Writing

Graphic organisers and pro formas are provided on CD for each of the nine text 
types. The pro formas highlight the text structure and language features of the 
text type and allows students to actively work with the teacher to jointly  
construct texts on an IWB.

 
Levelled Exemplar Texts
	 Guided Writing 	 	 Independent Writing	
	 Shared Reading	 	 Independent Reading

The levelled texts reinforce the conventions modelled in the big books and  
provide additional models for guided and independent writing.

 
Student Resource (CD) 
Printable BLMs
	 Assessment 	 	 Guided Writing 	 	Independent Writing

The text type scaffolds support students through the stages of brainstorming, 
planning and drafting, revising, editing and publishing, helping students to 
develop independent writing skills.

 
Teachers’ Resource Book 
	 Assessment 	
	 Lesson plans for whole-class, small-group and independent sessions

Developed to explicitly teach writing knowledge and skills across a range of  
abilities through specific learning tasks. 

Teacher Focus
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Text StructureRecount • Reinforce the importance of a concise title that relates to the event or experience being retold.
• Draw students’ attention to words, phrases and sentences that establish the time, setting and participants. 

• Identify the sequence of events and point out the inclusion of details that help readers reconstruct the events accurately.
• Note that although personal comments have been interspersed throughout the text, a recount always ends with a 

personal comment that evaluates the events that took place.
For more explicit teaching strategies, refer to Section 7 of PM Writing Teachers’ Resource Book 4.

Early one evening, during the summer holiday, 
my older brother Josh and I went down to the 
estuary not far from our beach house. Josh was an 
expert windsurfer and he had finally persuaded 
me to learn this “brilliant” sport. We took Buddy 
with us because dogs were allowed on that area 
of the foreshore. 

When we arrived, Josh immediately gave me a 
demonstration of how to launch the board and 
how to get onto it. Apparently this was, as I soon 
found out, the trickiest skill to master.

After several attempts I eventually managed to 
struggle from a kneeling position and take hold of 
the uphaul rope.

As I slowly rose to a stand, the board took off and 
I collapsed backwards amidst hoots of laughter 
from Josh. By now, Buddy had leapt into the 
water near us. 

At my next attempt, I succeeded in righting the 
windsurfer and then to our amazement, Buddy 
clambered on behind me! 

We are still wondering how it could be so easy for 
Buddy yet so difficult for me!Pe
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Orientation
When? Who? Where? Why?

Sequence of Events
What happened?

Personal Comment
How did the events 
make the writer feel?

Title

The Windsurfing Dog

Teacher Focus
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Language FeaturesRecount • Locate and group nouns under the headings People, Places and Things. Remind students that nouns with specifi c 
meanings tend to be used in recounts.

• Note the use of personal pronouns and the subjective, informal style of writing.
• Discuss the different types of adjectives used to describe nouns and noun groups.

• Locate adverbs and adverbial phrases that add information and extra meaning to the verb such as where, 
when, how or why an action is done.

• Identify the time and sequence words used to present the events in chronological order. 
For more explicit teaching strategies, refer to Section 7 of PM Writing Teachers’ Resource 

Book 4.
For coding rationale, refer to Section 5 of PM Writing Teachers’ Resource 

Book 4. 

Early one evening, during the summer holiday, 
my older brother Josh and I went down to the 
estuary not far from our beach house. Josh was an 
expert windsurfer and he had finally persuaded 
me to learn this “brilliant” sport. We took Buddy 
with us because dogs were allowed on that area 
of the foreshore. 

When we arrived, Josh immediately gave me a 
demonstration of how to launch the board and 
how to get onto it. Apparently this was, as I soon 
found out, the trickiest skill to master.

After several attempts I eventually managed to 
struggle from a kneeling position and take hold of 
the uphaul rope.

As I slowly rose to a stand, the board took off and 
I collapsed backwards amidst hoots of laughter 
from Josh. By now, Buddy had leapt into the 
water near us. 

At my next attempt, I succeeded in righting the 
windsurfer and then to our amazement, Buddy 
clambered on behind me! 

We are still wondering how it could be so easy for 
Buddy yet so difficult for me!

Nouns

Adjectives

Past tense verbs

Adverbs

Adverbial phrases

Time and sequence words

The Windsurfing Dog





PM Writing 4
EXTENDING PM WRITING INTO 
UPPER PRIMARY/EARLY SECONDARY



eMERALD Levels 25/26  
Pack:  9780170182317
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Pack:   9780170182324

SAPPHIRE Levels 29/30 
Pack:   9780170182331

TEXT TYPE:   
Recount/Description
key learning area:  
Science
Genre: 
Fiction/Non-Fiction
9780170182478

TEXT TYPE:  
Explanation/Discussion
key learning area:  
Social Studies/
Technology
Genre:  
Non-Fiction
9780170182485

TEXT TYPE:  
Information Report/
Description
key learning area:  
Science
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182492

TEXT TYPE: 
Information Report/
Exposition
key learning area:  
Technology
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182508

TEXT TYPE:  
Narrative/Discussion
key learning area:  
The Arts
Genre: 
Fiction/Non-Fiction
9780170182515

TEXT TYPE:  
Procedure/Response
key learning area:  
The Arts
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182522

TEXT TYPE:  
exposition/Response
key learning area: 
Health/Physical 
Education
Genre:  
Non-Fiction
9780170182539

TEXT TYPE:   
recount/Information 
Report
key learning area: 
Science
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182546

TEXT TYPE:  
Narrative/Exposition
key learning area:  
Health/Physical 
Wellbeing 

Genre:  
Fiction/Non-Fiction
9780170182553

TEXT TYPE: 
Information Report/
Response
key learning area: 
The Arts
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182560

TEXT TYPE:  
Information Report/
Explanation
key learning area:  
Technology/Science
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182577

TEXT TYPE:  
Response/Discussion
key learning area:  
Social Science/
Technology
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182584

TEXT TYPE:  
Exposition/Response 
key learning area:  
Health/Food Technology
Genre:  
Non-Fiction
9780170182591

TEXT TYPE:  
Explanation/Recount
key learning area:  
Social Science
Genre:  
Non-Fiction
9780170182607

TEXT TYPE:  
Procedure/
Discussion
key learning area:  
Technology
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182614

TEXT TYPE: 
Discussion/Historical 
Recount
key learning area:  
Earth Science
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182621

TEXT TYPE: 
Information Report/
Historical Recount
key learning area: 
Social Studies/History
Genre:
Non-Fiction
9780170182423

TEXT TYPE: 
Information  
Report/procedure 
key learning area:  
Science
Genre:  
non-fiction
9780170182386

TEXT TYPE:  
Information  
Report/Discussion
key learning area:  
The Arts
Genre:  
Non-Fiction
9780170182409

TEXT TYPE:  
Description/
Explanation
key learning area:   
Natural Science
Genre:  
Non-Fiction
9780170182430

TEXT TYPE: 
Exposition/Response
key learning area:  
The Arts/Music
Genre:  
Non-Fiction
9780170182447

TEXT TYPE:   
Explanation/Exposition
key learning area:  
Health/Physical 
Wellbeing
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182454

TEXT TYPE: 
Narrative/Response
key learning area: 
Social Studies
Genre: 
Fiction/Non-Fiction
9780170182416

TEXT TYPE:   
Discussion/Procedure
key learning area:  
Social Studies
Genre: 
Non-Fiction
9780170182461

Class Starter Pack 
(1 copy of each PM Writing 4 component) 

9780170156844

Guided Value Pack x 3 
(72 titles/3 copies of each title):  

9780170158114

Guided Value Pack x 5 
(120 titles/5 copies of each title):  
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